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. Fo as 4 e and let us Play the Men for 
our People and for the Cities of our God : 
And the Lord do that WHICH feemeth him 
good. : 45 | 
ANY * you, I hope, remember, that 1 
diſcourſed to you upon theſe Words, a Year 

— ſeven Months ago * ; when God, for our Sins, A 
threatned us firſt, with what, for the Continuance — 
of them, he (hath at length permitted to fall on 3 
Part of this Land. The | nt -and/nearer-Ap- | 
_ proach, of the ſame Danger, requires a more car- 
neſt inculcating of the ſame Exhortations. F. a 
perhaps we may now lay to Heart the Things w 

did not then. It is very true, the Pulpit — kg 
ver to be prophaned, and I truſt never hath or ſhall 
by me, to ſerve the Purpoſes of Party- Intereſt; or 
intermeddle with any Points of a Political Nature, 
about which the Friends of their Country, that 
think, at all, can poſſibly be of different Opinions. 
But the -preſent is a common Cauſe, affecting every 
zone of us, without Diſtinction, in what is moſt im- 

nt to us: And God forbid, that the Miniſters 
of the: Goſpel ſhould be either unwilling or afraid 
eak, when his Providence calls: on them fo 
59/0 to lift up their Voice, Should the Storm, 
which is now heating on many of our Fellow-Sub- 
5 be diſperſed: by infinite Goodneſs ever ſo ſoon _ 
and ſo intirely, without reaching Us: It may yet 
be of unſpeakable Uſe, to have made the proper 
Reflexions and Reſolutions, whilſt it was approach- 
955 ang towards us. And ſhould the Almighty ſuffer 
; do fend i w/e have dell deſerve: Nom, 
2 
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. 141 
but thinking and behaving rightly under his Judg - 
ments, can give us hope of his Mercy to moderate 
and ſhorten them. l "A 
Now whatever is requiſite for theſe Ends, is 
clearly comprehended in the Words of the Text: 
Which bring naturally to our Thoughts the three 
following Particulars. | 7 


8 5 I. The Intereſts we have at ſtake. Our People 
end the Cities of our God. 85 > OL 


* 


H. The Spirit, which we ought to ſhew in de- 
fending them. Be of good Courage, and let us play 


the Men. | ? 
III. The humble Dependance on Heaven, which f 
we ought to exerciſe at the ſame time. And the 
Lord do that which ſeemeth him good, 2 ; 
I. The Intereſts we have at ſtake. Our People 4 
and the Cities of our God: in other Words, our 
Civil Rights, and our Religion. ee , e 2 
The Defence of their Perſons and Poſſeſſions þ 
againſt lawleſs Power, and the ſecure Enjoyment of 
the means of Happineſs here and hereafter, were . 
the great Motives, that induced Men. to ſubmit E 
originally to Government, And every particular * 
Government is good or bad, as it anſwers or fails * 
of anſwering theſe Purpoſes, Now in our own, : 
as it ſtands at preſent: Our Liberties are greater, | 1 
than thoſe of any other Nation upon Earth: We 2 
enjoy them ſo fully, that we abuſe them beyond 

Example: And, I believe, no one Perſon amongſt 5 


us, of Knowledge and Conſideration, doth or can 

ſuſpect our King, of having the leaſt Deſign to in- ſi 
fringe any Branch of them. The private Property 

A of the very meaneſt is as ſafe from the Violence and 

=  Oppreffion of the greateſt, as good Laws and an 

_—- impartial Execution of them can' be hoped to make 
. [1-8 ; t If, 


4 _ 50] = 
it. And for the Public Burthens we labour under: 
We have laid them on ourſelves, by Repreſenta- 
tives of our on Choice, for Uſes, which we and 
our Fathers, very juſtly in the main, thought ne- 
ceſſary: In particular for the moſt important Uſe, 
of ſecuring the Nation, from time to time, againſt 
the Miſchief that now once more hangs over us: 
- which if we at laſt get rid of, all we have ſpent is 
well laid out; and if we ſubmit to, all is thrown 
- away. 1 
3 Sail there may doubtleſs have been Faults com- 
mitted, in relation both to theſe and other matters. 
But then, Part of the Faults commonly charged 
may be imaginary; For we are all as fallible, as 
thoſe whom we blame; and few of us in ſo good 
a Situation for judging, Part may be of ſmall con- 
ſequence; and therefore no ground for any great 
Reſentment. Part may have ariſen from our own 
Miſconduct, as much, if not more, than from that 


of our Superiors. Part again may have proceeded 
r from excuſable Miſtakes or Infirmities of theirs; 
| | which, as we. need Allowance for in ourſelves, we 
, | ſhould make Allowance for in others: Eſpecially 
fin Princes, for the ſame Reaſons as in Parents; 
5 and to a fit Degree, in thoſe alſo that are employed 
6 by them. But whence ſoever apprehended Grie - 
ay vances may have come: We have legal, conſtitu- 
8 tional, peaceable means for redreſſing them; with 
3 


intire Liberty to uſe thoſe means, if we will. And 
> WH ſuppoſe they have not operated ſo ſpeedily, or fo 
effectually, as we may wiſh: Yet, if Force may 
d 5 uſed inftead of them, upon every Failure or 
Delay, eſpecially when cauſed merely by Difference 

of Opinions amongſt our ſelves, no Society ean ever 

. ; ſubſilt. And if we are too corrupt a People, to ex- 
ty pect any Good from mutual Perſuaſion ; much leſs 


d can we expect it from mutual Violence.  _ _ 
0 I Then laſtly, as for our Religion; the leaſt valuęd,. 
N I fear, yet infinitely the moſt valuable of all our 
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Biellings ; and. which guards and fences the reſt, in 

a manner that nothing elſe can: Our Religion, 1 
ſay, is undeniably the moſt rational and worthy of 
God, the moſt humane and beneficial to Men, the 


_ furtheſt from being either tyrannical or burthen- 


ſome, the freeſt from Superſtition, Enthuſiaſm and 
Gloomineſs, of any in the World, It is eſtabliſhed 
with ſuch Care, that the Support of it is inſeparable | 
from that of the Civil Government: Vet happily 
with ſuch Moderation, as to bear'hard on none —— 
diſſent from it. The Practice of it indeed, we 
muſt own, hath not been inforced on its Profeſſors 


ſo generally or ſo carefully as it ought, either —4 
0 


the Authority or the Example of thoſe, wh 
Yor it is. Wouldt to 3 God it _ Go grant it 


and every one's Biege to it is i principally charge 


able on himfelf alone. 

This I apprehend to be a true and a delt Fon 
count of our preſent Condition : For T have 
the Advantages of it at the loweſt, in order to 
nothing that can be diſputed. And what are we to 
change it for, if the Attempt now making ſhould 


| ſacceed? Indeed what have we to expect before it 


can ſucceed, (for every one muſt be — that 
it will not- be tamely ſubmitted to,) but a wide and 
horrid View, in Proportion as it makes a Progreſs, | 
of Blood-ſhed in the Field and out of it, and of 
Ravage at the Pleaſure of a rude and uncivilizzed 
People, to the imminent Hazard of every Thing, 
and every Perſon dear to'us? Judgments, which 
this Iſland hath been long without experiencing: 
but how long, and how heavily it may groan under 


them now, unleſs a ſpeedy Check be given to this 


Rebellion, God only knows. For a conquerin 
Enemy, had he the Will, which is dreadful to tru 


60% hath often not Power of reſtraining the 


Deſolations 


MEL ont > 6 


| Deſolations of Fire and Sword, when once b | 
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are begun. 
But ſuppoſe this Beginning of Sorrows over: - 


_ what mu follow ? 


With regard. to our Civil Concerns, How a 
Numbers are there, who have no other Security far 
a conſiderable Part, it may be. the n Ih or the 
whole of their Property, than the Continuance 4 
the Government now in being; ; in whoſe Han 
it actually is? And ſhould that Government fail: 


as 1t cannot be 1 555 that what hath been lent for 


its Sup port, and proved one of its main Supports, 
wilt be dle very favourably by thoſe who 
come to overturn it; how terrible may the Piſtreſſes 
of ſuch Perſons be, and how . much farther than 
themſelves muſt chey extend? To all their Dome- 
ſticks, all their Dependants, all that have Dealings 
or Concerns with F ane) What Multitudes are there 
again, whoſe Fortunes are intirely, or principalh 

built on Royal Grants, judicial Determinations, o 

Acts of the Legiſlature, made within the laſt ſix. 


_and-fifty Years? which, in caſe of a Change, will 


all become queſtionable, as done by incompetent 
Authority, and lie at the M. ercy o we 9 not 
whom. The Perſon who now threatens us, comes 
attended with a large and an indigent Train of Fol- 


lowers, collected from each of the three Nations, 


who will think and do their utmoſt to make him 
think, that the long Sufferings of many of them, 


and the preſent dangerous Services of many more, 


ean never be rewarded with ſufficient Bounty. And 
when Revenge, and Poverty, and Avarice are ſet 


on work. together: what Forfeitures may be 


claimed, what Miſdemeanors and Treaſons charged, 
in a Nation, which will be looked on as the Whole 


of it involved in Treaſon, for ſo many Years paſt; 
or how unfairly the plaineſt Laws in our favour 


may be interpreted to admit of * Attempts, or 
. 4 " even 


18 


even wreſted to ſerye them; which of us all can ſo | 


much as gueſs, or who be aſſured of his own Safety? 
. . But beſides theſe Hazards to the Properties and 
the Lives of particular Perſons : in what State will 
the Commerce and Poſſeſſions of the Nation be? 
Think what innumerable Debts the Pretender to 
His Majeſty's Crown muſt needs have contracted in 
ſo long a Space, during which he hath nothing of 
His own to ſubſiſt on: Think what immenſe Sums 
foreign Princes may charge on account of molt ex- 
penſive Wars, which they. may plead were entered 
into for his Service : and how dreadſully this Nation 


may be exhauſted, to ſatisfy but a ſmall Part of theſe |! 


Demands : for which 'it will make no Amends, to 
annihilate the preſent Incumbrances on our publick 
Revenues, by a ruinous Breach of the publick Faith. 
Think alſo, once more, what fatal Conceſſions the 
Powers who ſupport the preſent Invaſion, and who 
will be wanted for a continual Support, even were 
it to ſueceed; what fatal Conceſſions they will aſſu- 
redly require in return, of Places which our Trade 
depends on, of Indulgences in Trade to themſelves, 
_ of Reſtrictions upon Us; which will reduce us to a 
Condition impotent, precarious and deſpicable. 
I ſay not this, or any thing, to raiſe in you a Spi- 
Tit of unchriſtian Bitterneſs, either againſt the igno- 
rant Wretches that have been deluded into this Re- 
bellion, or even againſt their Leaders. Let them be 

judged of with all the Charity, let them be treated 
with all the Mercy, their Caſe will poſſibly allow; 
only let us ſee the Miſchief their Succeſs would bring 
on us, and exert ourſelves accordinglyto prevent it. 
But were we ever ſo ſafe, in other reſpects: what 
Security can we have with reſpect to our happy, en- 
vied, legal Conſtitution ? when that Power of ſuſ- 

pending and diſpenſing with Laws, and levy ing Mo- 

ney without Law, which lays every Proviſion that 

can be made in favour of the Subject entirely at the 

Sovereign's Feet; and yet was not only claimed, but 
Fx. - e exerciſed 
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exerciſed immediately before the Revolution, ſhall 
come of courſe to be eſtabliſhed as a juſt Prerogative, 


by what will be called a Reſtoration,” The Rights 


we have enjoyed, as indiſputably our own, from that 
time to this, may then be accounted ſeditious and 
treaſonable Pretences; and every Expreſſion of Fond- 
neſs for any Remains of Liberty, be deemed a Step 
towards Rebellion : as indeed it will be thought but 
natural to ſuſpect and ſtifle the leaſt breathing of that 
Spirit which once delivered us, in order to prevent 
another Change. Efforts notwithſtanding will, in 
all likelihood, be made towards one: how bloody 
and how fatal, who can tell? The Apprehenſion of 


= theſe Efforts will be a much ſtronger Plea, than in 


the late King Zames's Time, for keeping up a 
chargeable and dangerous ſtanding Force, perhaps a 


foreign one. The Dread of that Force will intimi- 


date ſome ;z and the Principle, of turning to their 
own Advantage what they cannot help, will intice 
others, to go every Length of Compliance that they 
are required. And a Prince coming in on the Bot- 
tom of Right Hereditary ind Indefeaſible, will think 
he hath-the cleareſt Title to Abſolute Power, His 
Partizans, even whilſt he is out of Poſſeſſion, have 
openly avowed he hath : and what can be expected 
then if he ſhould get into it? The mere Exerciſe of 
ſuch a Power very probably will not ſatisfy : but De- 


clarations and Oaths be invented for the Acknowledg. 
ment and Support of it; which, it will be impoſſible 


for us, either to make with Innocence, or to refuſe 


with Safety. 


Then for the State of our Religion : No one In- 
ſtance can be given, that Popery ever ſpared Prote- 


ſtantiſm for any Continuance, after it was able ſafely 


to oppreſs it. But leaſt of all will Favour be ſhewn 
here, longer than Neceſſity obliges. For, what- 
ever Tenderneſs many of that Communion may be 
inclined to; as, no doubt, there are Numbers a- 
mongſt them of mild and worthy Perſons; yet the 
33 | uncharitable 


8 


iſs 10 ] | | 
uncharitable Part will aſſuredly prevail, as they al- | 
ways have done every where; and falſely imputing | 
to our Religion that pretended Diſloyalty, hich 
. only from their illegal” Attempts to over- 
ra the hole Conftitution, will not fail to argue, 
that the ſame Cauſe muſtproduce again the fame FE: 
fect, and therefore muſt not be permitted to ſubſiſt. 
Think then, all that love the Church of England, 
all that believe the Doctrines of the Reformation to 
de the Truth of Chriſt, what a Condition it will be, 
either to profeſs and practiſe the Falſehoods and Im- 
—. you are ſo thoroughly oonviaced of, or to be 
iven from this, and every other Place of God's 
publick - ' Worſhip! into Corners: nay in a while to 
be dragged out thence alſo, and facrificed to that 
Mother of Abominations, which hath ſo long been 
drunken with the Blood of the Saints. Rev. 17. ES. 
And let even them who are indifferent, or Doub- 
dern or Unbelievers in Religion, reflect on this a 
leaſt: that, as they are always inveighing againſt 
Superſtition, ſo the Church of Rome is over- run 1 with 
it to the higheſt! Degree poſſible : and, as they are 
always exclatming 8 the Wealth and Power of 
Ecelckaſticks ; ; ſo the Wealth and the Power, the 
Pride and the Tyranny of Popery, are unſpeakably 
the greateſt that ever the World knew. And tber 
will notwithſtanding goat preſent upon their favouri i 
Maxim, that All Religions are the ſame, it will be 
2 juſt Judgment of God to make them feel the | 
Difference. = 
But to theſe Things it may EN anſwered, that the | 
moſt ſolemn Obligations have "unqueſtionably been 
entered i into, Him who claims the Crown, for 
our intire Security, both in Church and State. Nor 
indeed could any thing ſeem in Speculation more 
likely : becauſe nothing is more apparently requiſite 
in all common Policy. And yet, ſurpriſing as it is, 
no one clear and explicit Declaration of this kind 
was made by the. Pretender at the time of * Kar 
ebel- 
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promiſe plainly now; what will he. do afterwards? 


rr 
2 * 1 , — 


Name: what can be eafier for him than to diſavoi 
rhem, as going beyond the Commiſſion he granted? 


rr . 


Geng | 
Rebellion : nor can 1 hear of any made by him at 
preſent. And 1 beg you to conſider * if he will not 


For as to any good Words: given by another in h 


But ſuppoſe the ſtrongeſt J given by him- 
ſelf; were they not given by the bloody Queen Mar 
ry to her Proteſtant Subjects, who had fully merit- 
ed them by their Zea] for raiſing her to the Throne? 


and yet did ſhe not perſecute them immediately, and 


burn them in little more than a Twelvemonth? 
Were they not given by the late King James? And 


had he not ſtron berger of Gtatitude, as well as 


Conſcience, to them? And yet did he keep 
them for the alle Part of four Years? How can 
we then flatter ourſelves, that any one who claims 
under him, will be at all more favourable to that 
Religion, and thoſe Liberties, which have been all 
cis u time the capital Enemies to his Pretenſions? The 
moſt formal ! eclarations he can make, have been 
over and over, and long ſince the Revolution, de- 
clared by the Authority of the See of Rome ** ut- 
e teriy null and void, whenever they are prejudicial 
% in any manner” (I uſe the very Words of Pope 
Clement XI. in the very Caſe of Stipulations made 
in favour of Proteſtants) ** to the Catholick Faith, 


; | « the Salvation of Souls, or to any Rights of the 


Church "whatſoever ; even though ſuch Engage- 

e ments have been often ratified, and confirmed by 
« Oath.” Let therefore the k Pretender to the 
Crown make Promiſes ever ſo full and expreſſive, 
let his natural Diſpoſitions to keep them be ever ſo 
favourable :. yet as he profeſſes Subjection of Con- 


ſcience to the Pope's Determinations, under whoſe 


Eye * hath long, reſided, in whoſe Dominions his 
Son, 
rom, 2. 7. * ont, Max, Epil & Brevia, fol. Roma, 1724. 


— 


[21] 
Son, who hath now invaded us, was born and edu | 
1 and by whoſe Bounty they have both been 
all along ſupported; he cannot refuſe to break any 
Ties which hal all be declared finful by his infallible 
Guide; who may purpoſely have connived at his 
entering into them, in order to his breaking them 
at a proper Time. But if he were to refuſe it: can 
we imagine that all his Succeſſors too will be ſo ob- 
ſtinately undutiful, as to ſpare a Religion which 
they mortally hate, when they believe extirpating it 
will intitle them to Heaven, and atone for all the | 
Sins of a wicked Life 45 
It muſt be acknowledged, Popery hath appeared 
milder of late, than in former Ages. Vet even our 
Days have known the Executions of Thorn, and 
the Baniſhments of Saltzburgh: and France, this 
very Year, hath been perſecuting and murdering 

dur Proteſtant Brethren for the Profeſſion of their 
Faith. Nor hath the Church of Rome ever given 
up any one of the Claims, which it may have for- 
born to exerciſe: and, ſhould it once regain ſo much 
of its ancient. Power, as would neceſfari ily follow J 
from prevailing here, it would ſoon reſume its an- 
cient Fierceneſs in Proportion. 1 
Shall we perſuade ourſelves then, that Fear will 4 
reſtrain a Popiſh Prince from attempting to over- 8 
turn our Religion and Laws? But what if his 
greateſt Fear ſhould be that of Damnation for not 
| 5 it? which was the known Caſe of King 
James, and may be that of others after him. Or 
hat if it ſhould be held the ſafeſt Way, in a poli- 
tical View, to make thorough Work at once, by 
the Aſſiſtance of F oreigners, now preparing to in- 
vade us 0 
Still it may be ſaid, that whoever becomes our 
King, will at leaſt, for his own Intereſt, be careful | 
of the Trade and Power'of the Nation. But how N 
can he, if he would; when he muſt undoubtedly | 
have promiſed . the. contrary to foreign Powers al- | 
| ready! 1 
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ready? And if he is capable of deceiving Them, 


bow ſhall We truſt him? But ſuppoſing he hath 
| r them nothing: yet if he prevails by their 


elp, what can he be elſe, than a Deputy and a 
Viceroy, ſubject to the Commands of our moſt for- 
midable Adverſaries? . 3 

This Conſideration ought in Reaſon to alarm even 


XZ thoſe who wiſh well to his Cauſe, even thoſe who 
3X profeſs his Religion; and make them utter Ene- 


mies to his coming in ſuch a Manner, however de- 
firous they may be of his coming otherwiſe. For 


can we, or can they, make Terms with the Power 
of France, when we have once given it Footing in 


the Heart of our Country; or hope that any 


Terms, which are made, will ever be obſerved? 


Will that moſt ambitious and perfidious Crown loſe 


XZ ſuch an Opportunity, of weakening us by our own 
Strength, making us dependent on itſelf for ever, 
and Tools to enſlave the reſt of Europe? Will it 
not treat both us, and the King it ſets over us, as 


the Tyrant of Babylon did the Prince whom he gave 
to the Jews? He bath made a Covenunt with him, 


and taken an Oath of bim; he hath taken alſo the 
= Mighty of the Land; that the Kingdom might be 
baſe, that it might not lift up itſelf; but that by 
XZ zhe keeping of bis Covenant it might ſtand. Exzek. 
wii. 13, 14. 


uch then being the View of our Dangers, let 


us proceed to conſider, 


II. The Spirit, with which we ought to defend 
ourſelves againſt them. Let us be of good Courage, 
and play the Men. Theſe Words may ſeem to ex- 


F preſs the Duty of the Soldiery alone. And without 


queſtion, they expreſs that peculiarly: and joined 


with the following ones, clearly ſhew that a ſtrong, 
x Senſe of Religion, and a virtuous Concern for the 
common Welfare, are the true Principles, that will 


ive military Perſons Bravery and Succeſs ; as they 


did to thoſe, whoſe Hiſtory the Text relates. But 
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ſtill the more Literal Tranſlation is, Be frong, ans 
let us ftrengiben one anotber. In this. Senſe they | ö 
concern us alll: this therefore I ſhall follow. . « 
1 
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"Manner it did; eſpecially as he carried away the r 
*Perſon, whom he called his Son, along with him. a 
And had he not been carried away; all the World 4 
knows it was generally and ſtrongly. ſuſpected: that 0 
he was not the Queen's Child: and that the three | O 
"Eſtates of the Kingdom, the only fit Judges of a 75 
doubtful Succeſſion, fixed it without taking Notice 2 
of him. But had none of theſe Things been ſo: C 
that unhappy King, ſeduced. by Romiſo Biggots, Ml 2 
had 5 2 with a high Hand, the Religious and Re 
Civil Rights of his People: inſtead of giving the il ©? 
leaſt Hope of Amendment, he was going on with il 
'Rapidity to the utter Deſtruction of both. And Wl & 
Subjects were not made for Princes, to be treated N. 
as their abſolute Property, and deſcend from one to to 
another like Cattle, let them be uſed as they will: In 
But Princes were made for their Subjects; to go- wu 
* vern them legally, and ſeek their Good. What | I 
is the Duty of the one, is the Right of the other: Pr 
and where there is a Right, there ought to be a Re- ba 
medy. Common Remedies are ever to be uſed in 4 

MET nt. | common | 


| rather than break the publick Peace, and eſtabliſhed 


nent, univerſal Dangers, Methods of the laſt Re- 
| ſort, if neceſſary and likely to ſucceed, are fully 


1 


and that h who. reſiſt, ſhall receive Damnation. 


* 


L as 
common Caſes; and if they are inſufficient, ſingle 
Perſons ought to bear every thing, and Nations 
every thing that can be born without Deſtruction; 


Order of Government. But in extreme, immi- 


warranted; by the Nature of the Thing, by our 
original Conſtitution, by ancient Practice upon it, 
and royal Recognitions of it. 

The Scripture indeed commands, what Reaſon 
itſelf doth, Sühjection to the ſupreme Powers, — 
But how many other Commands are there, which 
confeſſedly admit of proper Exceptions? And were 
this to admit of none, yet the Scripture doth not 
determine in whoſe Hands the ſupreme [Power is 
lodged. . And where it is divided, as it is with 82 | 
between the King and. his great Council, by whole 
Joint Authority every Statute is expreſſed to be 


4 - 
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made: He who refuſes to ſtand to that Diviſion, 
as the late King James did openly, both by Word 
and Deed, renounces the Authority that belonged 
to him under it; and other Authority he hath none. 
Or ſuppoſe even this doubtful: the Scripture re- 
qures Subjection: But to whom? To be Powers 


that be, the actual, viſible, Governments of eve El 
Country. Theſe it declares are ordaiped of God; : 1 


Rom. xii. 1, 2, Not the leaſt Hint given, of 
enquiring into the Juſtice of an Eſtabliſhment in 
its firſt Riſe long ago: a Thing which few Subjects 
can do, and perhaps few Governments can bear. 
Not the ſlighteſt Intimation, of adhering for ever 
to the Family of an abdicated Prince; and going 
on Age after Age, to aſcribe the ſovereign Au- 
thority over a Nation, to a Perſon, that hath no 
Means of exerciſing any one Act of Authority. 
The Neceſſities of Mankind render it abſurd: the 


Practice and the Notions of Mankind have always 
been contrary to it. Heathens, Jes, Chriſtians, g 


| Papiſts, | 


- 
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Papiſts, Proteſtants, all the World have agreed in 
the Point with univerſal Conſent ; excepting a ſmall i 
Handful. of Men in this one Age and Nation: 
Perſons greatly to be. pitied, and highly to be 
eſteemed, while they ſubmit peacebly to Inconve- 
niences for Conſcience Sake; but ſurely guilty of | 
as indefenſible a Singularity, as ever was. 7 
There may indeed often be a Doubt, and ſome- 
times it may laſt a good while, which are he 
Powers that be: whether a Government is yet. to 
be conſidered as eſtabliſhed, or not. But in our 
own Caſe, if a Duration of ſo many Years, and 
The peaceable Succeſſion of ſo many Princes, and 
the repeated Acknowledgments of the whole Peo- 
ple f theſe Kingdoms, and of all the Sovereigns 
and Nations of the Earth, do not make it a clear 
Point, in whoſe Hands the ſupreme Authority of 
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this Country long hath been, and actually now is: le 
nothing of ſuch a Nature can ever be clear at all. w 
Very few of Us have either known, or lived under | T 
any other Government: we have all of us claimed, is 
and enjoyed the Protection of this: we have acted v 
in Purſuance of its Authority; we have pray d con- w 
tinually for its Preſervation; we have many of us rie 
bound our Souls by ſolemn Oaths, and ſome of us in 
by repeated ones, to maintain it: In ſo doing, be 
we maintain at the ſame time, every thing that is 
valuable to us and our Poſterity: and there cannot MC; 
be a firmer Tye upon us, than theſe Things toge- Fra 
ther; nor more abandon'd Wickedneſs, than to ace 
break through it. A 5 188 
Strengthened thus then within ourſelves, let us on 
proceed to ſtrengiben one another. God knows, tri 
inſtead of this, we have taken great Pains to weaken MW ne 


one another, by ſeparate Intereſts and Views, Ani- cit 
moſities and Reſentments, unkind Suſpicions, and | pai 
. _ unjuſt Imputations. What Party or Sort of Men WW ref 
_ - hath been moſt to blame in this Reſpect, were it v 
ever ſo eaſy to ſay, would be very unfit : when the | 
plain Concern is, not to accuſe and recriminate, * . 
8 2 9 all | 


n all to unite in whiat 1 wt o nearly, They there 
[1 fore, who have hitherto thought the Danger of ſuch 
: an Attempt ſmall ; let them now ſhew they were 
e far from wiſhing it greater. They who have been 


- WE diffatified with particular Meaſures of Govern» 
f WE ment; let them now give Proof, that they were 

not diſaffected to the Government itſelf: and if poſ- 
- WR fibly in any thing they may have oppoſed too far, 
e take this fitteſt Opportunity of making amends. 


o This will demonſtrate the Uprightneſs of their In- 
r IF tentions, give Weight to their 3 on other 
d Matters, and pull down the falſe Hopes our Ene- 
d mies have founded on our Domeſtick Diſputes. 


But then at the ſame Time, if the Zeal of any for 
the preſent Eſtabliſhment, hath. tempted them to 
ar judge too hardly concerning the Affection of others 
of towards it; they ought now candidly to acknow- 
5: ledge their Error: embrace thoſe as true Friends, 
l. who approve themſelves to be ſuch in the Day of 
er Trial; and remember for the future, that Strength 
4. s attained, not by Diviſion, but by Union. Indeed 
d we ſhould all remember, inſtead of aggravating 
n- vwhat our Oppoſers have done amiſs, to reflect ſe- 
us riouſly what we and our Friends have been faulty 
us in: and perhaps we ſhould moſt of us find, it hath: 
> been a great deal too much, | 
is But it is not mutual good Temper alone, that our 
ot Caſe requires; but mutual Aſſiſtance and Encou-. 
e- ragement, to be given with Spirit by each of us, 
to according to his Ability and the Nature of his Sta- KR 
tion, to all around him: by ranking ourſelves openly | 
us on the Side we are of; joining our Counſels, con- 
VS, Wl tributing our Money, hazarding our Perſons, if. 
en need 1 * it; by inſtructing, undeceiving, ex- 
ni- By citing, fortifying, as many others as we can. That 
part would be indifferent, part timorous, and all 
en reſiſt weakly; was the great Thing, that the Ad- 
it verſaries of the Government promiſed themſelves, 
he and it's Friends were apprehenſive of. God be 


(00 
Embed, both of this; in ſome Beate b have us 
Heir Miſtake. Let us go on to complete the Con- 
viction, by a daily increaſe of reſolute Activity. 
Strengthen ye the weak Hands,” and confirm the feeble 
Kiices ** Say te them that are of a fearful Heart, 'Be 
Vong, fear not. Iſaiah xxxv. 3, 4. 

One Thing more, to be mentioned fin this 
Head, is, that if the preſent Endeavour to ruin 
us ſnhould increaſe, tho? it were conſiderably, the 
ORE Expence necæſſary to defend us; we are 

rely neither to wonder, nor to murmur at itz 
but bear with Chearfulneſs what may be 1 inconveni- 
ent, in order to prevent what muſt he ruinous; and 
conſider well, that were this Deſign, to take Place, 
we ſhould probably pay much more. to Fe oreigners, 
as a Reward for enſlaving us, than now to our own 
Governors, as the Means Ty keeping us fre. 
But human Means alone, human Prudence and 
Strength, be it never ſo ey is NO e Ground 
of Confidence. For be Mo High ruleth in the 
Kingdom of Men, and giveth it 2 auh omſoever he 
5 Dan. Iv. 17. We muſt er forget there · 
ore, 

III. An humble Dependence 6 Heaven for the 
Event of all: Aud the Lord do that which ſeemeth 
E . 

That it will ſeem good to. him to do with Us; 
eG we conſider our National Wickedneſs and In- 
gratitude to him, it muſt be acknowledged we have 

rreat Cauſe to tear. He hath bleſſed theſe Nations 
nd moſt, if not any other part of the World: 

and we have turned all his Blellin into Occaſions. 
of Sin. He Hath given us Wealth: and we have 
applied it to the wicked Purpoſes o Piſſoluteneſs 
and Luxury, He hath given us Liberty: and we. 
have abuſed it to the bittereft Hatred, and the groſſeſt 
Licentiouſneſs. He hath given us true Religion: 
and we have ſighted: and ſcorned it; caſt off the 
Worſhip of God, received the Mercies of his Pro- 


dence withou © Thankfulneſs, and the Threatnin 57 
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of it without Humility; nay ridiculed the Obliga - 
W tions even of Probity and moral Virtue, till we 


have ſcarce Principle enough left to be concerned 
for any thing, but preſent Pleaſure and preſent In- 
tereſt. Our Abhorrence of Popery is gone; our 
Zeal for the Government, into private Selfiſnneſs. 
We daily accuſe one another of © theſe Things: we 
never think of reforming © ourſelves: And what 
can be, in a rational View, the probable Conſe- 
quence, in a religious one the juſt Puniſhment, of 
fuch Behaviour; but that which the Divine Wifdom 
hath ſo clearly foretold ? For that they hated Know- 
ledge, and did not chuſe the Fear of the Lord; they 
would none of my Counſel, and deſpiſed my Reproof : 
therefore ſhall they eat of the Fruit of their own 
Way, and be filled with their own Devices. Prov. i. 
„ „ OP ORE | 
It is by flow and ſilent, but it is by effectual 
Methods, that God ſhews himſelf the Governor of 
the World. Princes that neglect to ſupport His 
Authority, ſhall find their own decay with it: Sub- 
ordinate Rulers, that . truſt to other than virtuous 
Arts of Government, ſhall find they have leaned on 
4 broken Reed. And Nations, that indulge Pro- 
faneneſs and Profligateneſs, ſhall experience them 
to bring on Confuſion and Rum. Eſcaping it in 
one Shape for once, is nothing: in that, or ſome 
other, it muſt fall upon them, if they continue 
ſuch as they are. And were ever ſo great Ruin to 
fall upon Us now, what would it be more, than. 
Samuel's Prediction verified? If ye ſhall ſtill do 
wickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed, both ye and your. 
King, 1. Sam. xii. 25. And what could we ſay, but 
acknowledge before God, with the penitent Fewws 
in Nehemiab, Thou art juſt in all that is brought 
upon us; for thou haſt done right, but wwe have 
done wickedly : neither have our Kings, our Princes, 
our Prieſts, nor our Fathers (would to God, there 
were not the moſt Cauſe'of all to add, nor we our- 
ſelves) kept thy Law, Neh. ix. 33; 34. . * 
on- 
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Oonſidering our Caſe in this Light then, we have | 
3 mall Reaſon to be of good Courag 6% And yet, con- 


ſidering the divine Mercies, we are far from having 
any Reaſon to deſpond, if we have any Heart to 
repent. The Cauſe we are engaged in, is that of 
Right and Truth, and God's own Honour. De- 
fending it valiantly, is performing one Part of our 
Duty to him; and deſerting it, would be filling 
up at once the Meaſure of our Iniquities to the ut- 
moſt. Wicked as we have been and are, yet if we 
will but, at leaſt in this our Day, know the Things 
thet belong i our Peace, Luke, xix. 42. there 
is : ſtill abundant. Room to truſt in the gracious 
Protection we have ſo often, experienced: and 
provided we can but now bring our Hearts in ear- 
neſt to fear God, we have no need to fear Man, 
What hath hitherto 1; 5g is indeed more than 
enough to awaken us from that Supineneſs, which 
it is aſtoniſhing we ſhou'd have been in ſo long; 
ut not at all to make us doubtful cen 
vent, were there only any Proſpect, that we ſhould 
_— render ourſelves fit Objects of our Maker's Favour. 
If For the Sake of a few good, there may be Mercy 
1 in ſtore for the reſt. The more of us become ſo, 
the greater is the Hope. And would but this Na- 
2 Alarm produce, what undoubtedly Heaven 
bath deſigned it for, a National Reformation; 
we might boldly ſay to our Enemies, in the Words 
of holy Writ: Aſſociate yourſelves, O ye People, and 
e in be broken in Pieces: take Counſel together, 
bud it ſhall come to nought : ſpeak the Mord, and it 
Hall not ſtand: for God is with us. Sanfiify there- 
fore the Lord of. Hoſts, and let him be your Fear, and 
let him be your Dread, and be ſhall be for a Sanu- 
ery. If, viii. 9, 10, 13, 14. For God will ſave Sion, 
and will build the Cities of Judah. The Poſterity 
alſo of his Saints ſhall inherit it : and they that love 
his Name ſhall dwell therein. Pſ. Ixix. 3 5o 36. Their 
Children ſhall continue, and their Seed be eftabliſhtd. 
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